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Playing Update 
 

Saturday 1
st
 Team (James Mansfield) 

7th May v Purleigh – A first fixture away to Purleigh saw Rainham get their season league season off to a 

challenging start. Rainham batted first with the top 5 batsmen all getting off to good starts into their 20 

and 30 but no one going on to score a half century. Veteran Graham Burr top scored on 42 not out and 

other notable knocks were from Joe Sarro (36), Ash Foster (36) and Alex Sullivan (31). Biren Patel and 

Kenny Sims provided a few cameos at the end to take Rainham to total of 215 for 7 off their 45 overs, 

which were 4 more runs than last year‟s score which took us to victory. 

 

Purleigh‟s batsman also got off to good starts with 3 of their top 4 batsman getting into their 40s and Biren 

Patel being the pick of the Rainham bowlers taking 2 for 56 in his 12 overs. Other wicket takers were Alex 

Sullivan, Kenny Sims and Joe Sarro which could not prevent Purleigh reaching their target with 7 overs to 

spare.            

 

14
th
 May v High Easter – Rainham were in need of a good result and team performance after the poor 

week we had at Purleigh. We were back at home and playing for the first time with our new sight screens. 

With the pitch looking in good condition, the outfield cut nice and short, the clubhouse in a decent state 

and the sightscreens on display we were beginning to look like a cricket team. Fortunately we decided to 

start playing like a cricket team too!  

 

The skipper won the toss and decided to see how the pitch behaved so put the opposition into bat. 

Rainham got into High Easter straight away and skittled the top four out for 37 runs. High Easter then had 

to dig deep with some lower order slashing and middle order grafting, but tight bowling from James Fuller 

4 for 40 from 12 and Biren Patel 3 for 19 off 8 restricted the opposition to 130 runs.  

 

Rainham opened with Alex Sullivan and Joe Sarro who pretty much sealed it for Rainham. Alex finished 

on 58 no. The fear of putting his hands in his pockets for a jug caused Joe to miss a straight one and was 

bowled for a jug avoiding 42...... which left Albi Birchmore the task of winning the game for us. So a 

good bounce back for Rainham with a 9 wicket victory. 

 

21
st
 May v Springfield 3

rd
 – Still on a high from the week before the first XI had some players back from 

various "breaks" and were at home again. Some dingbat lost the toss, so Rainham 

were put into bat. Alex and Joe were selected to open the 

batting in the hope that they would be able to get us off to a 

good start like the week before. unfortunately, it was not to be 

and Joe was out with just 24 on the board. Paul Collis was then 

put in at number 3 after throwing his toys out of his pram 

saying that he could not bat at number 3. I soon, showed him! 

After some good, positive batting with Dan Skipper (19) and  

      Ash Foster (30no). Paul notched up 92 runs before being  

bowled by High Easter‟s strike bowler. 

 

 

 

Paul Collis – top run scorer 

in the club to date added 

another 92 v Springfield 3
rd

                 

Graham Burr reluctantly 

handing over a cheque to 

Treasurer Joe Sarro for his 1 

match 2003 annual 

subscriptions                



Fuller then came in for a cameo appearance, blasting 46 runs. Rainham soon ran out of overs and posted a 

respectable 242 - 6  

 

Ian Havard obviously decided that he didn‟t want to finish late that Saturday and destroyed any chances 

Springfield with a rather daemon spell of 6 for just 17 from 12 overs. James Fuller opened with him and 

kept the score down low, leaving Elmar Fudd (James Mansfield) to go hunting rabbits, snaring 3 for 4 off 

two overs (much to Fullers delight!......) Springfield were eventually bowled out for 71, giving Rainham a 

171 run victory. Another game with the right attitude, perfect spirit and a great result. The lads are doing 

well!  
 

28
th
 May v Great Totham 2

nd
 – This week were away from home on a ground no bigger than a postage 

stamp. There were a few regulars missing this week, but with the depth the club has at present I was able 

to call on some able replacements. Winning the toss I decided to bowl first to see how the home team 

batted on a ground this small. The obvious way to bat would be to smash everything out of the ground, but 

they proved that this was not the case. Fuller and Havard both opened the bowling with some tight lines 

and good lengths (the first time either of them has heard that!) James had managed to grab a couple of 

important wickets before I decided to save the openers some overs for later in the innings. Everyone was 

shocked to see Elmar Fudd come on as there was not a rabbit in sight, but he still managed to snare some 

cricketers, finishing with figures of 5 for 46 from 12 overs. With some more tight bowling from Ian and 

Fuller we managed to restrict the opposition to 244 -9.  

 

Again, Alex and Joe opened and after a cautious start they soon got hold of the bowlers and Alex did not 

depart until he had reached 56 and there were 94 runs on the board. Ash Foster was filling in at number 3, 

(as the man who cant bat at 3 was not playing this week) and Ash batted wonderfully. He and Joe put on 

94 before Joe was out. Not before hitting his 50 (54 in total), ensuring that he was going to have to dust off 

the wallet and buy a jug. Poor Dan Skipper went out there drooling at the prospect of batting on the 

smallest ground in the world, but then someone in the opposition decided they were going to take a 

screamer of a catch to dismiss the unlucky Danny for 0. Fuller was thrown in next to dash a few runs but 

decided that he too wanted to buy a jug and smashed 53 (44 coming from boundaries!).So Fuller and Ash 

finished the game off finishing on 53 and 72 not out, respectively. Rainham won by 7 wickets.  

Another excellent game in difficult conditions. The boys are playing really well at present and really are 

doing the club proud. I have been here 14 years and can not think of a game where 5 jugs of beer for 

personal performances have been bought by one team. It is only early season and there is a long way to go, 

but we are doing really well, lets hope it continues! 

 

Notable performances during May 

 

Batting       Bowling 

Paul Collis 92 v Springfield 3
rd

     Ian Havard 6 for 17 v Springfield 3
rd

  

Ash Foster 72no v Great Totham 2
nd

       James Mansfield 5 for 46 v Great Totham 2
nd

  

Alex Sullivan 58no v High Easter      James Fuller 4 for 40 v High Easter    

Joe Sarro 54 v Great Totham 2
nd

    Biren Patel 3 for 19 v High Easter 

Alex Sullivan 56 v Great Totham 2
nd

    James Mansfield 3 for 4 v Springfield 3
rd

      

James Fuller 53no v Great Totham 2
rd

  

 

Saturday 2
nd

 Team 
7

th
 May v Little Baddow 3rds – With rain falling the night before Captain Thwaites showed his „Brearley‟ 

style of leadership in showing faith in his very young bowling attack by putting in Little Baddow into bat 

on this historic first Mid Essex debut for Rainham 2nds. Opening spells from 17 year olds Kane White and 

George Light ensured that Little Baddow found runs hard to get, with George also dismissing one of the 

openers. First and second change bowlers Scott Foster (19) and Jamie Adkins (16) carried on where 

George and Kane left off restricting the Little Baddow batsman and finally frustrating them into losing 

wickets with Scott Foster taking one and then the combination of bowled Adkins caught Ian Gibbs Junior 

(jug) taking a further 3 wickets for just 5 runs. Ricky Cooper (15) then added another wicket before 

George Light and Kane came back for second spells with Kane conceding just 11 runs from 11 overs and 

George taking a further 3 wickets ending up with 4 for 21 from his 10 overs, leaving Little Baddow on 

138 all out.                          



 

Stalwart Mickey Callaghan and the stylish Paul Read took Rainham past the 40 mark for the first wicket 

before Paul was bowled by one of the Little Baddow spinners for 21. Ricky Cooper and Mickey soon 

followed leaving Rainham on a nervous 42 for 3 with Dan Skipper and Peter Reynolds coming to the 

crease both on nought. A little consolidation and then some big hitting from Dan Skipper kept the 

Rainham total creeping towards their required target in a steady fashion. The dreaded drinks break then 

came which proved more beneficial to the batsman with Skip further bludgeoning the Little Baddow 

attack with some steady support by Peter Reynolds who eventually ran himself out on 36, but not before 

the Skipper/Reynolds partnership had added 83. Dan Skipper soon followed to a fall toss just short of his 

50 (jug avoidance). Ian Gibbs Junior (5no) and a Captain‟s innings from Graham Thwaites (0 no!) saw 

Rainham 2nds to their first and historic victory in the Mid Essex League.                 

  

14
th
 May v Rayleigh 5ths – A nice little trip into the Essex Countryside saw Rainham play Rayleigh 5

th
 

team at Purleigh‟s ground. Rainham batted first with opener Mickey Callaghan 

returning to form and the return of Jack McMahon after his futile attempt the week 

before to help the Hammers try to avoid relegation. Jack played a few nice shots 

before being dismissed for 12. Peter Reynolds and Dave Adkins soon followed 

which then saw Ian Gibbs Junior come to the crease to support Mickey Callaghan 

who was scoring runs for fun. A partnership of 60 by Callaghan and Gibbs kept the 

flow of runs going before Ian was caught on 12. Mickey received further support 

from Graham Dordoy 18no and Scott Foster before Mickey was bowled for 83  

with Rainham seeing out their 45 over and finishing on 189 for 9.              

 

Mid Essex league debutant John Wratten opened the bowling with Scott Foster keeping runs tight with 

both Rayleigh openers struggling to score freely. Scott Foster then took the first wicket by bamboozling 

the Rayleigh opener who played all around a slower ball and then John soon followed with another wicket 

leaving Rayleigh on 25 for 2 after 11 overs. This was at the stage where Rayleigh took control with their 

opener and number 4 putting on about 130 runs before Scott Foster was recalled taking a smart caught and 

bowled. The only way Rayleigh was to lose this was to run out of overs, but they eventually reached their 

target after 43.3 overs for a deserved 7 wicket victory.    

 

21
st
 May v Hullbridge 2

nd
 – a fifth win of the toss from Captain Graham Thwaites put Hullbridge 2

nd
 into 

bat on what had reportedly been an unpredictable wicket. Opening bowler Kane White proved the case 

with the second ball of his first over just brushing the nose of the Hullbridge opener 

just short of a length and then 2 balls later almost wrapping the opener‟s ankles off a 

length. Another excellent opening spell from John Wratten took 2 early Hullbridge 

wickets who were also finding runs hard to come by. A brief spell of consolidation 

from Hullbridge then ensued and then John Wratten really went to town taking 

another 4 wickets in his 12 over spell finishing with 6 for 10 and an honours tie in                          

only his second league game for the club. Excellent support from Scott Foster who  

conceded just 10 runs from his 8 overs and Jamie Adkins taking another wicket in 

his bid to retain top wicket taker status in the club ensured that Hullbridge 

continued to struggle. Kane came back on and polished off the Hullbridge tail 

taking the final 3 wickets and Rainham taking the full 10 bonus points by 

dismissing the opposition for 106 runs. 

 

Openers Mickey Callaghan and Jack McMahon got Rainham off to a good start making light of the bowler 

friendly conditions by adding 20 runs before Jack was bowled  playing back to a length ball. Mickey 

Callaghan continued where he left off against Rayleigh the previous week scoring freely in a partnership 

of 50 before Peter Reynolds was bowled by an inevitable „shooter‟. Paul Read continued to add runs 

before Mickey was caught out to probably the worst ball bowled on the day. Danny Sadai then joined Paul 

to steer Rainham to a 7 wicket victory and the full 26 points.     

 

28
th
 May v Great Baddow 3

rd
 – This was always going to be a tough match against table topping Great 

Baddow 3rd, but expectation was optimistic with first outings of the season from Paul „Tigsy‟ Margiotta 

and Adrian Moon to bolster the strength of the batting. Captain Thwaites lost his first toss of the season 

and Rainham were put into bat and getting off to a disastrous start losing opener Jack McMahon for a 

John Wratten – an 

excellent 6 wicket haul 

v Hullbridge 2
nd

 and 

an honours tie to come 

(Kenny please take 

note)                    

Mickey Callaghan – another season 

beckons after his one man batting 

show with 83 v Rayleigh 5
th

                       



golden and then 2 balls later Adrian Moon followed leaving the 2nds on 0 for 2 wickets.  Consolidation 

from Tigsy and Danny Sadai took Rainham to 40 before Tigsy was stumped carelessly walking out of his 

crease. Ian Gibbs junior top scored with 38 and support from 14 year old debutant Harry Light (13) and 

Captain Thwaites (15) took Rainham to 124 for 9 and preventing Great Baddow from taking any more 

batting overs. 

 

Opening bowlers George Light and Kane White went about the task of defending this total in a controlled 

way until Scott Foster was brought on as first change and added to Baddow‟s jitters by taking a coupe of 

wickets. Good work in the field from Jack McMahon lead to another wicket via a run out. With one of the 

Baddow openers still at the crease he then lead the opposition to a deserved 7 wicket victory. 

        

Notable performances during May 

 

Batting       Bowling 

Mickey Callaghan 83 v Rayleigh 5
th
      John Wratten 6 for 10 v Hullbridge 2

nd
  

Dan Skipper 46 v Little Baddow 3
rd

   George Light 4 for 21 v Little Baddow 3
rd

   

Peter Reynolds 36 v Little Baddow 3
rd

    Jamie Adkins 3 for 5 v Little Baddow 3
rd

    

       Kane White 3 for 30 v Hullbridge 2
nd

   

   

Sunday 1
st
 Team 

1
st
 May v Kingfisher – The less said about this match the better with Rainham being dismissed for a 

dismal 60 all out and then Kingfisher scoring the runs in 6 overs without losing a wicket.  

 

8
th
 May v Old Sectonians – after a couple of heavy defeats the Sunday XI got them selves back on track 

against Old Sectonians by bowling first and keeping the opposition to a modest 183 for 5 in their 40 overs 

with good bowling displays from Ian Foster 2 for 32, Ian Havard 0 for 13 in eight overs and finally Jamie 

Adkins capping a fine weekend by following up his 3 wickets from the previous day with a 3 for 29. 

 

Jack McMahon and Graham Dordoy opened the innings and kept Rainham on track of their target before 

both being dismissed for 22 and 28 respectively. Support from Ian Gibbs Junior with 29 left Rainham with 

a further 60 runs to get with 5 wickets down. Paul Collis (57no) and Reiss Sims (15no) steered Rainham to 

victory with just one over to spare                   

 

15
th
 May v Belhus 2nds – this proved to be a ground breaking day for Rainham as it must be at least 10 

years since any Rainham player had scored a 100 at Spring Farm Park. Opener Ash Foster put in a good 

bid to be the first to do it by scoring 89 runs before being caught behind, but this was eclipsed by a real 

Captain‟s knock (take note Mr. Thwaites) with Dan Skipper scoring 107 before retiring not out. Further 

support from Ricky Cooper with 21 not out took Rainham‟s total to 267 for 2 in our 40 overs. 

 

Tight bowling again by Ian Havard 1 for 21 and Lee Rouse 2 for 39 in their 8 overs could 

not prevent the Belhus top 3 scoring 50s. Once these had been dismissed, one with a smart 

run out from Graham Dordoy, Belhus then struggled to match Rainham‟s total. Regular 

wickets then tumbled with Ricky Cooper and Graham Dordoy taking 2 wickets each and 

Belhus falling short of their required target, but with a creditable 230 for 9. With nearly 

500 runs being scored in 80 overs and a Rainham ton at „Springy‟ the effort put into the 

pitch from the wicket maintenance team, lead by Ashley Foster, looks like it may be 

bearing fruit.    

 

 A message from Skipper the „Skipper‟ 

A decent May for the Sunday 1st, first chasing down 183 against a decent Old Sectonians 

attack, special mention to Mr Paul Collis for his match saving half century and young 

Jamie for his 3 for 29 with the ball, we also had a 500 runs fest against Belhus, with Ash 

Foster, showing boycott what a slow strike rate is, as he could only muster 89 from 38 

overs. Encouraging and I hope these recent performances are consistent and they are showing signs that 

the batsmen of Rainham and the pitch are improving! 

 

 

Dan Skipper – 

first and deserved 

honours tie winner 

in 2011 with his 

107 not out v 

Belhus 2nd              



Notable performances during the month of May.            
 

Batting      Bowling 

Dan Skipper 107no v Belhus 2
nd

   Danny Sadai 3 for 26 v East Ham Corinthians 

Ash Foster 89 v Belhus 2
nd

    Jamie Adkins 3 for 29 v Old Sectonians 

Dan Skipper 66 v East Ham Corinthians  Ian Foster 2 for 32 v Old Sectonians 

Paul Collis 57no v Old Sectonians  Kenny Sims 2 for 16 v East Ham Corinthians 

Dan Elliot 2 for 32 v East Ham Corinthians 

        

Youth Section 

 
Under 15s (James Fuller)  

8
th
 May v Upminster „A‟ – Due to the Upminster pitch being waterlogged, the first league game of the 

season was moved to Coopers Coburn school last minute. Upminster won the toss and chose to field 

leaving Daniel Elliott some tough line up decisions to make. Harry Light and Ronnie Jackson strode out 

with purpose only to be worked over by the Upminster opening attack.  Every ball looked like a wicket 

would fall and Rainham eventually succumbed to 38 all out with extras being the top score! A stern 

speech by manager and captain got the team up again and the boys showed some genuine ticker and stuck 

at it, with Kieran Howard taking the only wicket with an lbw but the whole team put in real effort and 

made Upminster work before being beaten by 9 wickets.  
    

Under 13s 
22

nd
 May v Upminster ‟C‟ – another historic day for Rainham with the under 13s playing their first ever 

Havering League match. Rainham batted first with openers Tom Herbert and Nathan Adkins getting off to 

a good start putting on over 50 before Tom retired on 30 including a lofty 6 and three 4s. Nathan was then 

joined by Alex Nicholl before a mix up lead to Nathan being run out for 12. Ronnie Jackson then played a 

few classy shots before being dismissed to what Ronnie described as „a pea roller‟. Tom Page joined Alex 

taking Rainham to an unexpected and excellent 126 for 3 from their 20 overs with both ending on 9 not 

out. 

 

Charlie Puncher and the young and enthusiastic Jamie Eacott opened the bowling with Charlie bowling a 

good 4 over spell and Jamie taking the first wicket in his first over. Brandon Honey showed massive 

improvement in his 2 over spell of bowling and Alex Nicholl continued his good day by taking 2 wickets 

with 2 very sharp catches from Captain Ronnie Jackson, who also took another Upminster wicket with a 

caught and bowled. Upminster continued to score runs at a rapid rate until they were slowed down at the 

end which culminated in a very tight finish with Upminster „C‟ scrapping home with just 3 balls to spare. 

This was a very encouraging performance with a young team and credit must also go to Reiss Anatol-

Liburd, Callum Bennett and Joseph Fletcher all adding to a nail biting first league fixture for the under 

13s.      

 

29
th
 May v Upminster „A‟ - on paper this match would probably be the under 13s toughest match of the 

year and so it proved. Upminster batted first with all their first three batsman retiring on 30. Upminster put 

on 126 before losing their first wicket taken by Tom Page. Tom then took another wicket in his next over 

to a good catch from wicketkeeper Nathan Adkins. Good work in the field from Charlie Puncher lead to 

an Upminster run out. The Upminster runs dried up at the end mainly from good bowling from Bradley 

Manning, Tom Herbert and 2 wickets from captain Ronnie Jackson then kept Upminster to 163 from their 

40 overs. 

 

The Rainham innings then got off the similar start to the 2nds the day before with Tom Herbert and 

Callum Bennett going first ball leaving Rainham on 0 for 2 after the first over. Both the Upminster 

bowlers continued to bowl accurately with only Bradley Manning adding 8 and Alex Nicholl with 1 

troubling the scorers. Rainham were finally bowled out for just 12 in a match where plenty of lessons were 

learnt against a talented Upminster side.                   

    

 

 



 

Danny Sadai – Under 20 Player of the Month Award   
Danny Sadai has good contacts within Essex County Cricket Club and has managed to obtain 2 tickets for 

Essex CCC matches per month and has decided that he would like to award the tickets to our under 20 

player of the month. During the month of May one of our batsman has scored 89 on a Sunday and scored 

36, 30no and 72 not out in his last 3 league matches and has a league average of 138. Nineteen year old 

Ash Foster was awarded 2 tickets to see an Essex 20/20 match against Sussex Sharks on the 8
th
 June at 

Chelmsford. Thank you to Danny for donating the monthly award and well done to Ash Foster as a 

deserved winner during the month of May.                  

 

Social Events 

 

Social Events - 2011 
All social events will have to be put on hold until the licensing issues are resolved with the council. 

Hopefully this will be resolved during the hearing on the 9
th
 June.  

 

Bar Licence  
After submitting our application to extend the bar licence a few local residents have expressed some 

objections, so Chairman Graham Thwaites will be attending a hearing at Havering Town Hall o the 9
th
 

June. Hopefully we will be granted the same bar licence at other local Havering cricket clubs who also 

play in fenced off parks such as Gidea Park and Romford and Hornchurch Athletic.   

 

General News 

 

James Foster Benefit Year  
The Essex Wicketkeeper has served his county for 10 year and he has been awarded a benefit year in 

2011. Part of the benefit is „Fozzy‟s Big Bash‟ which is an Essex XI v an All Stars XI which includes 

cricketing greats as Muttiah Murralitharan, Darren Gough and Monty Panesar. This is a 20/20 match 

which takes place at Essex ground in Chelmsford on 18
th
 June starting at 7.30pm. For all those that wish to 

attend please contact Dave Adkins on 07941-168391 who has tickets available.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The rear of the club 

house at the start of 

the day       



Wicket Maintenance Team 
As mentioned previously in the Newsletter Rainham seem to be reaping the benefits with some excellent 

batting performances not seen at Spring Farm Park for many a year with Dan Skipper scoring his maiden 

100, Paul Collis 92 and Ash Foster 89. Credit must go to the team of 8 volunteers, lead by Ash Foster, 

who are putting in some excellent work in ensuring that our wicket plays as well as it possibly can in 

2011. Club President Barry Bumpstead and Club House Manager Derek Sullivan both commented during 

the Springfield match that the ground and wicket is looking the best they have seen for many a year. 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Container 
For all those not aware the new container finally arrived on Friday 13

th
 May and has been stored at the 

back of the club house. We now have full control over storage our equipment as we no longer have to 

share with the local football teams, which should ensure that our pitch maintenance equipment is secure. 

Thank you to Chairman Graham Thwaites for his persistence with the council to make sure that we now 

have full control over our equipment.     

 

School Tournament  
The annual under 14 school tournament will take place at Spring Farm Park on Tuesday 28

th
 June starting 

at 11am. This year‟s participants will be Brittons, Royal Liberty, Gaynes and finally last year‟s winners 

Chafford. A few of our under 15s play for some of these schools so a little bit of friendly rivalry will play 

a part in the day. We will be looking for about half a dozen volunteers to carry out umpiring, scoring and 

bar duties, so if anyone is interested in making themselves available please contact Peter Reynolds on 

07711-144497 in what was last year a very enjoyable day. 
 

Bruce Adams 
Some of you will have heard the sad news that Bruce Adams passed away recently after a 

battle with cancer. Bruce was a long time stalwart of Rainham CC, leading the Club's 

strong bowling attack in the 1970s.  Many of you will remember him as a former Captain, 

Chairman & President. Below are a few words from current Club President Barry 

Bumpstead who was a long time friend of Bruce.  

 

“Bruce Adams our ex President sadly passed away on 17/5/11 and his funeral was last 

Friday 27/5/11, this was attended by over 200 mourners, which goes to show just how  

“Well liked” he was. Bruce played for Rainham from the age of 15 until his mid 40s and  

was without doubt the most talented bowler to play for us in fact he played county cricket  

for Essex along side Graham Gooch and others. Although Bruce went on to finish his  

cricket career with Gidea Park, Rainham CC was never far from his thoughts and  

subsequently he was invited to be our President, this I know he took very seriously and those that were 

around at this time will agree that his President Days will probably never be surpassed. I would just like to 

thank all of the present and past Rainham members that attended Bruce‟s Funeral and the fantastic send 

off at his wake”.  

Harry Light – 

adding some 

magical touches to 

the changing rooms     

Ash Foster – looking at home on the pitch roller 

and putting in another back breaking effort to 

ensure our wicket improves in 2011. Also winner 

of the Danny Sadai award for the month of May                

Bruce Adams – a former 

Captain, Chairman and 

President of the club, taken 

on Presidents Day in 1977                   



 

 

Chairman‟s Notes 

Firstly I must start my notes on a low point with the passing of Bruce Adams, I didn‟t know 

Bruce well, but the time I spent with him only confirmed what others had told me. Bruce was 

a real gentleman and will be missed by many at the club. Bruce held virtually all positions at 

the club over the years and I am sure we will hold a suitable tribute in due course. 

 

As for the cricket, overall it‟s been a good start to the season. The Ones are 3 and 1 and the 

Twos 2 and 2 with real progress being made by the young squad. Sundays are also going well 

with notable performances. The positive thing is the real appetite there seems to be within the 

club to play. There are around 26-28 players looking to play each Saturday. This means that if your 

selected it‟s your responsibility to hold on to that place. If you miss a week or two, someone else will be 

keen to grab that place. This is really healthy for the club and means that this season we have been 

thinking and planning for the first time in years about a 3
rd

 team. Watch this space. The club off the field is 

also going from strength to strength. The clubhouse is being improved and the sight screens and 

investment in time and equipment have greatly improved the wicket with stacks of runs being scored.  

 

Congratulations to Ash Foster for winning the first Danny Sadai award for under 20s performance. Ash is 

doing this as well as leading the work on the pitch. Nice work Ash! Mind you what do you expect from a 

Gooner!!! Lastly a special mention to Danny Sadai who has joined the club and contributed in so many 

ways in his first few weeks, and on top of that is a great bloke. Welcome Danny!! 

 

 
 

Nick (Graham) Thwaites 


